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Divi vardi
“Tad vins atkal aizgaja pie jaras, un visi Jaudis naca pie |
vina, un vins tos macija. Garam iedames, vins ieraudzija |
Leviju, Alfeja délu, pie muitnicas séZam un tam sacija:
“Seko man!” Tad tas piecélies gaja vinam lidzi.” (Mk
2:13-14)

Milie draugi Jezu Krista!

Levija dzivi izmainija divi vardi. Vins sédéja pie muitas,
ka bija to darijis daudzus gadus. Vin3 citigi un uzticigi k
darija savu darbu. Vienu dienu Jézus gaja garam un
vinu uzrunaja ar diviem vardiem: “Seko man.” Levijs |8
piecélas un sekoja Jézum, un no ta briza vina dzive [
vairs nekad nebija tada ka ieprieks.

Pozitivi atsaucoties Jézus vardiem “Seko man”, Levijs pievienojas Jézus sekotajiem un
kluva par vienu no 12 macekliem. Vin§ nedomaja par savu labumu, vins tikai atsaucas
Siem diviem vardiem “Seko man”. Ar So soli vina dzivé notika svétigas izmainas! No Si
briza vin$ uz visiem laikiem ir viens no divpadsmit. Vin$ ir viens no Jézus macek]iem ar
seviSku goda vietu debesis. Vins uzrakstija Mateja evangéliju, un vinam bija ta privilégija
un gods mirt mocek|a navé savam Kungam Jézum Kristum.

Meés varam bt drosi par to, ka Levijs nekad nenoZéloja to dienu, kad atsaucas Jézum, jo
vin$ saprata, ka nav neka labaka, ka dzivot Jezum Kristum — sekot Vinam. Tadam
cilvekam, kas atsaucies Siem diviem Pestitaja vardiem “Seko man”, nav ko noZélot.

Katrs cilveks sava dzivé seko kaut kam: kadai idejai, kadam cilvékam, kadam interesém.
Katru interesé vai nu filozofija, vai religija, vai ideja. Katram cilvékam ir savs Dievs.
Svétiba ienak ta cilvéka dziveé, kuram Dievs ir Jézus Kristus. Tam, kas seko Jézum. Jo —
tikai Vina ir pestiSana un gréku piedosana. Tikai Vins ir patiesiba un dziviba. Vins pats
teica: “ES ESMU cels, patiesiba un dziviba. Neviens nendk pie Téva ka vien caur
mani.” (Jn 14:6)

Jézus Dieva Déls tapa miesa un majoja musu vidd. Jézus naca, lai mirtu. Vins mira, lai



més varétu dzivot. Jézus piedzima Betleme,
lai péc 33 gadiem mirtu Golgata. Vins naca,
lai mums bitu iesp€ja dzivot svétigu dzivi
Seit un péc tam dzivot ar Vinu svétlaimée
Téva nama muZiba. Jézus naca, lai mus
glabtu no gréka un naves varas. Vin$ naca
ka masu Pestitajs.

Gréeks mus no Dieva attalina un nelauj
Vinam tuvoties. Tikai Kristus asinis var
nomazgat gréku un ta atvért mums celu pie
Dieva. Kad més atsaucamies Vina
aicinajumam “Seko man”, tad Vins piedod
visus muasu grékus un dod mums pilnigi
jaunu dzivi. Pavils raksta: “Tadeé/ tas, kas ir
Krista, ir jauns radijums; viss vecais ir
pagdjis, un redzi — viss tapis jauns.” (2Kor
5:17)

Kad atsaucamies Kristus aicinajumam sekot
Vinam, Vin$ izmaina musu dzivi. Més
piedzimstam no jauna — ne jau fiziski, bet
garigi. Jézus teica Nikodeémam: “Patiesi,
patiesi es tev saku: ja kas nepiedzimst no
jauna, tas nespéj  redzét Dieva
valstibu.” ( Jn 3:3) Nikodéms nesaprata un
saclja Jézum: “Ka var cilvéks piedzimt, vecs
biadams? Vai tad var otrreiz ieiet savas
mates miesas un piedzimt?” Jézus
atbildeja: “Patiesi, patiesi es tev saku: tas,
kurs nepiedzimst no udens un Gara, nevar
ieiet Dieva valstiba! Kas piedzimis no
miesas, ir miesa, un, kas piedzimis no Gara,
ir gars. Nebrinies, ka es tev saciju: “Jums
japiedzimst no jauna!” Vejs pas, kur grib,
un tu dzirdi ta skanu, bet tu nezini, no
kurienes tas nak un kurp iet. Ta ir ar katru,
kas piedzimis no Gara.” (Jn 3: 4-9)

Jézus saka, ka katram cilvekam ir
japiedzimst no augSienes. Tas notiek tad,
kad més atsaucamies Vina aicinajumam
“Seko man.” Ne jau tikai ar pratu
apliecinat, ka es ticu Dievam, né, bet sekot
Jézum — pilnigi palauties Vinam. Tas ir —
sevi nodot Vinam ka dzivu svétu, Vinam
patikamu upuri. Tas ir — atlaist rokas no
dzives stres un Jaut Vinam vadit.
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Esmu to piedzivojis sava dzivé 16 gadu
vecuma. Tiku kristits ka bérns un jau no
bérnibas ticéju Dievam un miléju Vina
Vardu. Bija 1979. gada Pupolu svétdienas
rits, un ta bija mana iesvétibu diena. Es
pieceélos no gultas, nometos celos un lidzu
Jézu: “Ja tu mani pienemsi, es tev sekosu.”
Sird1 bija miers un prieks, un no ta laika
nekad vairs nebiju tads ka ieprieks. Viss
izmainijas.

Vai vienmér esmu uzticigi sekoji? Diemzél
né. Ne vienmeér tas ir izdevies, bet labums
ir tads — ja tu esi Vina, tad tu zini patiesibu.
“Un si ir vésts, ko esam no vina dzirdéjusi
un ko jums pasludinam — ka Dievs ir gaisma
un vind nemaz nav tumsas. Ja més sakam,
ka mums ir sadraudziba ar vinu, bet
staigajam tumsa, tad més melojam un
nedaram patiesibu. Bet, ja més staigdjam
gaisma, ka vins ir gaisma, tad mums ir
sadraudziba citam ar citu un vipna Deéla
Jézus asinis mas Skisti no visas apgrécibas.
Ja sakam, ka mums nav gréka, tad
maldinam sevi un patiesibas nav masos. Ja
atzistamies savos grékos, tad vins ir
uzticams un taisns un mums piedod grékus,
un Skisti mds no visas netaisnibas. Ja més
sakam, ka neesam grékojusi, tad padaram
vinu par meli un vina varda nav
misos.” (1Jn 1:5-10)

Tie, kas Jézum neseko, kas nav atsaukusies
Vina aicinajumam, médz teikt: man jau
Dievu un baznicu nevajag, jo es neesmu
nekads grécinieks. NoZélojams ir tads
cilveks. Vispar cilveks, kas neseko Jézum, ir
nozélojams, jo tadam nav dzivibas nedz
Seit, nedz muziba.

Dzivot bez Kristus, Vinam nesekot, nav
dzive. Mirt bez Kristus ir tragédija, ko ar
vardiem nevar aprakstit. Katrs cilvéks
dzivos muzigi. Péc naves tevi sagaida vai nu
svétdzive Téva nama vai galiga tumsa,
pazusana uz muZibu. Kur tu pavadisi
muzibu, ir atkarigs no ta, vai esi pozitivi
atsaucies diviem vardiem no Jézus mutes:



“Seko man.”

Vai tu esi piedzimis no augSienes vai ari veél
dzivo savu veco dzivi? Laba vésts ir tada, ka
Jézus mus pienem taja bridi, kad nakam pie
Vina. Kad nakam gréku nozela, Vins nekad
muas nenoraida, Vins mids neatstum. Jézus
sacija: “Visi, ko Tévs man dod, nak pie
manis, un nevienu, kas pie manis nak, es
nekad nedzisu prom.” (Jn 6:37)

Vin$ loti mil katru cilveku. Vin§ mil tevi.
Tevis dé| ir Ziemassvétki. Tevis de] ir
Lieldienas. Vins naca, lai izglabtu tevi, lai tu
varétu ar Vinu dzivot muazigi Téva nama.
“Un, ka Mozus Ccasku ir paaugstingjis
tuksnesi, tapat jatop paaugstinatam
Cilvéeka Délam, lai ikvienam, kas vinam tic,
batu mdaziga dziviba. Jo Dievs ta pasauli
miléja, ka deva savu vienpiedzimuso Délu,
lai ikviens, kas vinam tic, nepazustu, bet
tam batu muazigd dziviba. Jo Dievs sdtija
savu Délu pasaulé, nevis lai tas pasauli
tiesatu, bet lai pasaule caur vinu tiktu
glabta. Kas tic vinam, tas netiek tiesats,
bet, kas netic, tas jau ir notiesats, jo tas nav
ticéjis Dieva vienpiedzimusa Deéla
vardam.” (Jn 3:14-18)

leskaties sava sirdi un parbaudi, vai tu seko
Jézum. Vai esi atsaucies pozitivi Vina
aicinajumam “Seko man”? Ja vél neesi,
nekavéjies, seko talit! Ja esi, tad tev Jézus
saka: “Esi uzticams lidz ndvei, un es tev
dosu dzivibas vainagu.” (Atkl 2:10) Amen.

DIEVKALPOJUMI

SV. JANA BAZNICA—HOMBUSA
MARTA
Svetdien,15.plkst.10.00 - Ciesanu laika
dievkalpojums ar Svéto Vakarédienu.
Svetdien,22.plkst.10.00 - Ciesanu laika
dievkalpojums ar Svéto Vakarédienu.
Svetdien,29.plkst.10.00 — Pipola
svétdienas dievkalpojums ar Svéto
Vakarédienu.
APRILI
Piektdien,3.plkst.10.00 — Lielas Piektdienas
dievkalpojums ar Svéto Vakarédienu.
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Svetdien,5.plkst.10.00 — Kristus
AugsamcelSanas svéetku dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.
Svetdien,12.plkst.10.00 - Baltas svétdienas
dievkalpojums ar Svéto Vakarédienu.
Svetdien,19.plkst.11.00 - Darza svétku
dievkalpojums ar Svéto Vakarédienu.
Svétdien,26.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.

MALA

Svétdien,3. plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.

Svetdien,10. plkst.10.00 - Gimenes dienas
Dievkalpojums ar Svéto Vakarédienu. Péc
dievkalpojuma macitaja referats.
Sveétdien,17. plkst.10.00 -
Debesbrauksanas dienas dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.
Svetdien,24.plkst.10.00 - Svéta Gara
Svéetku dievkalpojums ar Svéto
Vakarédienu.

Sveétdien,31.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.

JONUA

Svétdien,7.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.
Svetdien,14.plkst.10.00 - Aizvesto
pieminas dienas dievkalpojums ar Svéto

Vakarédienu.

DEZURAS DIEVKALPOJUMOS

MARTA

Svetdien,15. J.Rimanis
Svetdien,22. U.Hagens
Svetdien,29. J.Turmanis
APRILI

Piektdien,3. J.Trumpmanis
Svétdien,5. |.Birze
Sveétdien,12. I.Liepin$
Svetdien,19. A.Kristovskis
Svetdien,26. J.Rimanis
MALUA

Svetdien,3. U.Hagens
Svetdien,10. J.Turmanis
Svetdien,17. J.Trumpmanis
Svétdien,24. |.Birze
Svétdien,31. I.Liepin$



JUNUA
Svetdien,7. A.Kristovskis
Svétdien,14. J.Rimanis

ALTARA DEKORESANA DIEVKALPOJUMOS
MARTA
Svétdien,15.
Svétdien,22.
Svétdien,29.

M.Timermane/A. Zodina
T.Koskina/V.Parcell
A. Medne/S. Graudina

APRILI
Piektdien,3. L.MacPherson
Svetdien,5. L.MacPherson

Svétdien,12.
Svétdien,19.
Svétdien,26.
MAUA
Svétdien,3.
Svetdien,10.
Svétdien,17.
Svetdien,24.
Svétdien,31.
JUNUA
Svéetdien,7.
Svétdien,14.

B.Liberta/R.Hagena
R.Plikse/L.Vilcina
L.MacPherson

I.Macéna/l.Upite
T.Koskina/V.Parcell
M.Timermane/A.Zodina
B.Liberta/R.Hagena
A.Medne/S.Graudina

R.Plikse/V.Galvina
L.MacPherson

DIEVKALPOJUMS VOLLONGONGA
Svéetdien,5.aprili,plkst.14.00 — Kristus
AugSamcelSanas svéetku dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.

Bibeles Stundas ceturdienas plkst.10.00
Draudzes nama.

Apbedisanas lietas.
Draudze iesaka un lieto
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TREVOR LEE & SON

Funeral Directors PTYEREED)!
115 Wellbank Street, North Strathfield 2137

Vinus var sasniegt katra laika zvanot:
(02) 9746 2949

Lieldienas daviniet gramatas, kas nesis
svétibu [idz pat muZibai. Draudzes izdotas
gramatas var iegadaties pie draudzes
gramatgalda. Cena $12.- par “Ticiba ir
darbibas vards” un $8.- par “Dzivibas
Maize.”

NO MUMS SKIRUSIES

Lily Mitrovich +04/12/2014 85
Hariette Pelnéns +15/12/2014 82
Gaida Jansons +18/12/2014 84
Irma Ringenbergs +18/01/2015 93
Inara Zemitis +07/03/2015 80

Kristus saka: “Mieru Es jums atstaju, Savu
mieru Es jums dodu; ne ka pasaule dod, Es
jums dodu. Jisu sirdis lai neiztrikstas un
neizbistas. .”

DRAUDZES PILNSAPULCE

Notika S.g. 22.februari. Ar aklamaciju
ievéléja Eigitu (Gogu) Timermani par
draudzes priekSnieku, un parvéelamie

padomes locekli ari ar aklamaciju ievéléti.
Tas nozimé, ka nav nekadas mainas draudzes
vadibas sastava. PriekSlikumu mainit
statltus sakara ar kvorumu, pienéma visiem
balsojot “par”. Turpmak kvorums draudzes
sapulcém ir 15.

TEVA MILESTIBAS VESTULE

Vardi, kurus Tu lasisi, ir patiesi. Tie izmainis
Tavu dzivi, ja Tu to Jausi. Jo tie nak no Dieva
sirds.

Vins mil Tevi. Un Vins$ ir tads tévs, kuru Tu
mekl&ji visu savu mazu. ST ir Vina milestibas
véstule Tev...

Mans bérns

Varbit Tu mani nezini, bet es zinu par Tevi
Visu.

Psalmi 139:1

Es zinu, kad Tu apsédies un zinu, kad Tu
piecelies.

Psalmi 139:2

Man ir zinami visi Tavi celi.

Psalmi 139:3

Pat visi Tavi galvas mati ir saskaititi.

Mateja 10:29-31



Jo Tu tiki radits péc mana téla un hdzibas.
1.Mozus 1:27

Jo mani Tu dzivo un kusties, un pastavi.
Apustulu darbi 17:28

Jo Tu esi mans pécnacejs.

Apustulu darbi 17:28

Pirms Es Tevi radiju Tavas mates miesas, Es
Tevi jau pazinu.

Jeremijas 1:4-5

Es izveléjos Tevi, kad radiju visu dzivo.
Efeziesiem 1:11-12

Tu nebiji kltda, jo visas Tavas dienas ir
ierakstitas mana gramata.

Psalmi 139:15-16

Es noteicu laiku, kad Tu piedzimi un vietu kur
Tu dzivo.

Apustulu darbi 17:26

Tu esi briniski radits.

Psalmi 139:14

Es izveidoju Tevi Tavas mates klépl.
Psalmi 139:13

Un palidzéju Tev piedzimt Tavas dzimSanas
diena.

Psalmi 71:6

Tie, kas mani nepazist, ir radijusi par mani
nepareizu prieksstatu.

Jana 8:41-44

Es neesmu tals un dusmigs, bet gan
milestibas pilnigaka izpausme.

1.Jana 4:16

Un es velos izliet par Tevi savu milestibu.
1.Jana 3:1

Vienkarsi tapéc, ka Tu esi mans bérns un Es
esmu Tavs Téevs.

1.Jana 3:1

Es piedavaju Tev to, ko tavs miesigais tévs
nekad nespétu.

Mateja 7:11

Jo es esmu ideals Tévs.

Mateja 5:48

Ikkatra laba davana nak no manis.
Jékaba 1:17

Jo es tevi nodroSinu un apmierinu ikvienu
Tavu vajadzibu.

Mateja 6:31-33

Mans plans Tavai nakotnei vienmér ir bijis
pildits ar ceribu.
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Jeremijas 29:11

Jo es milu tevi ar nebeidzamu milestibu.
Jeremijas 31:3

Manas domas attieciba uz Tevi nav
saskaitamas, ka smiltis jaras krasta.

Psalmi 139:17-18

Un es priecajos par Tevi dziedot.

Cefanjas 3:17

Es nekad nepartrauksu tev darit labu.
Jeremijas 32:40

Jo Tu esi man visdargakais.

2.Mozus 19:5

Es no visas sirds vélos nostiprinat Tevi.
Jeremijas 32:41

Un es vélos Tev paradit izcilas un
brinumainas lietas.

Jeremijas 33:3

Ja Tu meklési mani no visas savas sirds, Tu
mani atradisi.

5.Mozus 4:29

Meklé savu prieku mani, un es Tev dosu
Tavas sirds vélmes.

Psalmi 37:4

Jo tas esmu es, kas deva Tev Sis vélmes.
Filipiesiem 2:13

Es esmu spéjigs paveikt vairak, neka Tu spéj
iedomaties.

Efeziesiem 3:20

Jo Es esmu Tavs vislielakais uzmundrinatajs.
2.Tesalonikiesiem 2:16-17

Es ari esmu Tévs, kas tevi mierina visas Tavas
bédas.

2.Korintiesiem 1:3-4

Kad Tava sirds ir salauzta, Es esmu Tev
blakus.

Psalmi 34:18

Ka gans, kas nes jéru, Es Tevi esmu nesis pie
savas sirds.

Jesajas 40:11

Kadu dienu es notrauksu visas asaras no
Tavam acim.
Jana atklasmes gramata 21:3-4

Un es panemsu projam visas sapes, kuras Tu
izcieti Saja pasaule.
Jana atklasmes gramata 21:3-4



Es esmu Tavs Tévs un es milu Tevi tapat, ka
milu savu délu, Jézu.

Jana 17:23

Jo Jézu ir atklata mana milestiba.

Jana 17:26

Vin$ ir precizs manas butibas attéls.
Ebrejiem 1:3

Vin$ atnaca paradit, ka es esmu par Tevi,
nevis pret Tevi.

Romiesiem 8:31

Un pateikt Tev, ka es neuzskaitu Tavus
grekus.

2.Korintiesiem 5:18-19

Jézus mira, lai Tu un es spétu atkal tikt
savienoti.

2.Korintiesiem 5:18-19

Vina nave bija lielakais apliecinajums manai
milestibai pret Tevi.

1.Jana 4:10

Es atdevu visu, ko miléju, lai varétu iegut
Tavu milestibu.

Romiesiem 8:31-32

Ja Tu pienemsi mana Déla Jézus davanu, Tu
pienemsi mani.

1.Jana 2:23

Tad nekad un nekas vairs nespés noskirt Tevi
no manas milestibas.

Romiesiem 8:38-39

Nac majas, un es sarikosu vislielakas
svinibas, kadas vien ir redzétas debesis.
Lukas 15:7

Es vienmér esmu bijis Tévs un vienmeér busu
Tévs.

Efeziesiem 3:14-15

Mans jautajums ir — Vai Tu bUsi mans bérns?
Jana 1:12-13

Es gaidu Tevi.

Lukas 15:11-32

Milot, Tavs Tévs, Visvarenais Dievs

Father's Love Letter used by permission Father Heart
Communications ©1999

THIS IS ALETTER TO YOU FROM YOUR
HEAVENLY FATHER

My Child,
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You may not know me, but | know
everything about you.

Psalm 139:1

| know when you sit down and when you rise
up.

Psalm 139:2

I am familiar with all your ways.

Psalm 139:3

Even the very hairs on your head are
numbered.

Matthew 10:29-31

For you were made in my image.

Genesis 1:27

In me you live and move and have your
being.

Acts 17:28

For you are my offspring.

Acts 17:28

| knew you even before you were conceived.
Jeremiah 1:4-5

| chose you when | planned creation.
Ephesians 1:11-12

You were not a mistake,

for all your days are written in my book.
Psalm 139:15-16

| determined the exact time of your birth
and where you would live.

Acts 17:26

You are fearfully and wonderfully made.
Psalm 139:14

| knit you together in your mother's womb.
Psalm 139:13

And brought you forth on the day you were
born.

Psalm 71:6

| have been misrepresented

by those who don't know me.

John 8:41-44

| am not distant and angry,

but am the complete expression of love.
1John 4:16

And it is my desire to lavish my love on you.
1John 3:1

Simply because you are my child

and | am your Father.

1John 3:1



| offer you more than your earthly father
ever could.

Matthew 7:11

For | am the perfect father.

Matthew 5:48

Every good gift that you receive comes from
my hand.

James 1:17

For | am your provider and | meet all your
needs.

Matthew 6:31-33

My plan for your future has always been
filled with hope.

Jeremiah 29:11

Because | love you with an everlasting love.
Jeremiah 31:3

My thoughts toward you are countless

as the sand on the seashore.

Psalms 139:17-18

And | rejoice over you with singing.
Zephaniah 3:17

| will never stop doing good to you.
Jeremiah 32:40

For you are my treasured possession.
Exodus 19:5

| desire to establish you

with all my heart and all my soul.
Jeremiah 32:41

And | want to show you great and marvelous

things.

Jeremiah 33:3

If you seek me with all your heart,
you will find me.

Deuteronomy 4:29

Delight in me and | will give you

the desires of your heart.

Psalm 37:4

For it is | who gave you those desires.
Philippians 2:13

| am able to do more for you

than you could possibly imagine.
Ephesians 3:20

For | am your greatest encourager.

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

| am also the Father who comforts you
in all your troubles.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4
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When you are brokenhearted,

| am close to you.

Psalm 34:18

As a shepherd carries a lamb,

| have carried you close to my heart.
Isaiah 40:11

One day | will wipe away

every tear from your eyes.

Revelation 21:3-4

And I'll take away all the pain

you have suffered on this earth.
Revelation 21:3-4

| am your Father, and | love you

even as | love my son, Jesus.

John 17:23

For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed.
John 17:26

He is the exact representation of my being.
Hebrews 1:3

He came to demonstrate that | am for you,
not against you.

Romans 8:31

And to tell you that | am not counting your
sins.

2 Corinthians 5:18-19

Jesus died so that you and | could be
reconciled.

2 Corinthians 5:18-19

His death was the ultimate expression

of my love for you.

1John 4:10

| gave up everything | loved

that | might gain your love.

Romans 8:31-32

If you receive the gift of my son Jesus,

you receive me.

1John 2:23

And nothing will ever separate you

from my love again.

Romans 8:38-39

Come home and I'll throw the biggest party
heaven has ever seen.

Luke 15:7

| have always been Father, and will always
be Father.

Ephesians 3:14-15



My question is...

Will you be my child?
John 1:12-13

| am waiting for you.
Luke 15:11-32

Love, Your Dad
Almighty God

Father's Love Letter used by permission
Father Heart Communnications ©1999
FathersLoveletter.com

TWO WORDS

“And He went out again by the seashore;
and all the people were coming to Him,
and He was teaching them." As He passed
by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting
in the tax booth, and He *said to him,
“Follow Me!” And he got up and followed
Him..” Mark 2:13-14

Beloved in The Lord,

Two words changed Levi’s life. He was sit-
ting in his usual spot collecting tax, as he
had done for many years. He was going
about his business faithfully as always,
when Jesus walked past and simply said to
him — “Follow Me.” Levi left his spot and
followed Jesus, and from that moment on-
wards his life would never ever be the
same.

His positive response to Jesus’ words
brought him into the place where he would
become not only a follower of Jesus, but
one of the Twelve Apostles. There was
something about Jesus that attracted him.
He didn’t need much to leave all he had to
follow Jesus. Levi responded to two words
from Jesus “Follow Me.”

Oh, what a blessed transformation oc-
curred in his life. From that moment on his
name would be remembered throughout
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eternity as one of the twelve. He has a spe-
cial place of honour in Heaven. He went on
to write the Gospel of Matthew and he had
the honour and privilege to not only suffer
for Jesus, but to become a martyr for his
Lord. We can be certain that he never re-
gretted the day he responded to Jesus and
got up from his tax table to follow Him. He
found out what all who have followed Je-
sus have, that there is simply nothing bet-
ter than to live for Jesus and to follow Him.

There are no regrets for the person who
follows Jesus. The one who responds to
these two simple words — “Follow Me” ex-
periences life at it’s very best.

Every single person follows somebody or
something in their life. Some follow phi-
losophies, others follow religions; some
chase after wealth and fame, but all have a
god. Blessing in life and fullness in life
comes to the one who follows Jesus. This is
because in Jesus we have forgiveness for
sin; in Jesus we are saved. He alone is the
Truth and He alone can give life. He Him-
self said:

“l am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through
Me.” (John 14:6)

In a few weeks we will be celebrating
Easter. We will commemorate that blessed
day when Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus
was born to die and He died that we may
live. He was born in Bethlehem so that 33
years later He could die on a cross at Gol-
gotha. On Easter morning He rose again,
never to die anymore.

He came that we may be able to live a
blessed life here, and live with Him in
sweet eternity forever after this life. He
came to rescue us from sin and death. He
came as our Saviour.



Sin separates us from God and does not
allow us to draw near to Him. Only the
blood of Jesus can take away our sin and
open the door to the Father. When we
positively respond to Jesus call to follow
Him, then He forgives us of our sin, past,
present and future, and we get a com-
pletely new life.

Paul wrote: “Therefore if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have
come.” (2.Cor.5:17)

When we respond positively to Jesus invi-
tation to follow Him, then He changes our
life. We are born again, not physically, but
spiritually. Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless one is born again
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John
3:3)

Nicodemus didn’t understand and this is
the conversation that ensued:

“Nicodemus *said to Him, “How can a
man be born when he is old? He cannot
enter a second time into his mother’s
womb and be born, can he?” *Jesus an-
swered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless
one is born of water and the Spirit he can-
not enter into the kingdom of God. ° That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not
be amazed that | said to you, ‘You must be
born again.” ® The wind blows where it
wishes and you hear the sound of it, but
do not know where it comes from and
where it is going; so is everyone who is
born of the Spirit.” (John 3:4-8)

You see Jesus clearly said that everyone
must be born again in order to see the
Kingdom of God. We are born again when
we respond positively to Jesus call to fol-
low Him. It is not enough to have head
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faith that says “OH, | believe in God.” That
is not it. Last Sunday we considered that to
follow Jesus is to fully surrender our lives
to Him. To trust in Him fully. To offer our-
selves to Him as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to Him. To believe in Jesus is to
hand the control of our lives over to Him,
and to follow where He leads.

In my own life this became a reality when |
was 16. It was Palm Sunday in 1979. It was
the morning of my confirmation. | had
been baptised as an infant and believed in
God growing up. | loved the Bible from an
early age. That morning | rolled out of bed
onto my knees and | prayed: “Lord Jesus, if
you accept me as | am, | will follow You.” |
experienced an awesome sense of peace
and joy in my heart and from that moment
on my life has never been the same. Every-
thing had changed.

Have | always faithfully followed Jesus? —
sadly no. | have often let Him down, but
the good thing is that if you are in Him, you
know the truth; and the truth regarding
walking with Him and sinning is so well
stated by John:

“This is the message we have heard from
Him and announce to you, that God is
Light, and in Him there is no darkness at
all. If we say that we have fellowship
with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we
lie and do not practice the truth; ”but if
we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the
Light, we have fellowship with one an-
other, and the blood of Jesus His Son
cleanses us from all sin. é If we say that we
have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves
and the truth is not in us. ° If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. °If we say that we
have not sinned, we make Him a liar and
His word is not in us.” (1.John 1:5-10).



Those who do not walk with Jesus, who do
not follow Him, tend to say: “ | don’t need
god or Church. | am ok, | am no great sin-
ner.” Oh how pitiful is such a person. Any
person that does not follow Jesus is pitiful,
because they have neither life here, nor in
eternity.

To not follow Jesus is not living. To die with-
out Jesus is tragic beyond description. Every
single human being will live forever some-
where. Those who die in Jesus will live with
Him in The Father’s House. Those who die
without Him are lost forever in eternal dark-
ness with no hope.

Where you will spend eternity is dependent
upon your response to these two words
from Jesus — “Follow Me.”

Have you been born again or are you still
living your old life? The good news is that
Jesus will accept you if you come to Him.
The moment we turn to Him, He is there. He
will not reject us. When we come to Him in
true repentance He says: “All that the Fa-
ther gives Me will come to Me, and the one
who comes to Me | will certainly not cast
out.” (John 6:37)

That is because He loves you and me and all
people so very much indeed. It is for your
sake that we have Christmas and Easter. He
came to save you so that you could spend
eternity with Him, in The Father’s House.

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be
lifted up; *° so that whoever believes will in
Him have eternal life.

6 “For God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life. *’ For God did not send the Son
into the world to judge the world, but that
the world might be saved through Him.
8 He who believes in Him is not judged; he
who does not believe has been judged
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name of the only begotten Son of God.
“(John 3:14-18)

In this time of Lent, look into your heart and
see if you are following Jesus. Have you
responded positively to His call “Follow
Me”? If you haven’t then do so today.

If you have already, then to you Jesus says:
“Be faithful until death, and | will give you
the crown of life.” (Rev.2:10). Amen.

Pastor Colvin MacPherson

DRAUDZES DZIVE BILDES

already, because he has not believed in the 7, . - 3drei apmeklé draudzes loceklus
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Kalpaka pieminas
dievkalpojums
(Ojara Grestes uznémums)

GAISUS, PRIECIGUS, DIEVA SVETITUS KRISTUS AUGSAMCELSANAS
SVETKUS VISIEM VEL DRAUDZES MACITAJS UN PADOME.

SIDNEJAS EV.LUT.LATVIESU
DRAUDZES DARZA SVETKI

SVETDIEN 2015.GADA 19.aprili, plkst.11.00
Svéta Jana baznica, 30 Bridge Rd, Homebush

Darza svetkus ievadisim ar dievkalpojumu. Péc dievkalpojuma, ierastais Darza Svétku
sartkojums ar pusdienam, loterijam, kuku galdu, un jautru sabiedribu.
Mili ludzam nakt un piedalities Draudzes Darza svétkos.

Draudzes macitajs

Colvin S. MacPherson

Pienem draudzes loceklus draudzes
kanceleja pirms un péc dievkalpojumiem.
Citas reizes, ieskaitot vakarus, péc
vienoSanas.

Draudzes kancelejas telefons

(02) 9746 1934 Adrese 30 Bridge Road,
HOMEBUSH, 2140

Draudzes E-pasts
sidlatvdraudze@ozemail.com.au
Draudzes timekla adrese:
www.sydneylatvianchurch.org.au
Draudzes macitaja majas adrese

9 Beaumaris St, Enfield, 2136

Telefons (02) 97153424

Mobilais telefons 0412 024 476

E-pasts colvinmacpherson@gmail.com

Draudzes prieksnieks

Eigits (Goga) Timermanis

271 Hudson Pde, Clareville, 2107
Majas tel. 99182306

Mobilais 0414 479 001

E-pasts timermanis@ozemail.com.au

Damu komitejas priekSniece
Tamara Koskina

69 Wyomee Ave, West Pymble. 2073

Telefons (02) 9449 3716
Mobilais 0421 320 870

E-pasts tamarakosk@iinet.net.au

12




